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By KRISTYN ANTHONY
The Langara Students’ Union has finished their by-election and has elected a new set of student repre-
sentatives.
The results of the voter turnout had 
282 students that went to the polls for 
the council’s by-election, with only 19 
ballots counted as spoiled.  
For the first time, candidates were 
given the opportunity to campaign on-
line and amendments to electoral dates 
meant more time for campaigning and 
voting. 
Fred Schiffner, 
president of Schiff-
ner Consultants 
Inc., conducts elec-
tions and referen-
dums as an inde-
pendent third 
party.  
He also served 
as the LSU’s chief 
returning officer.
“My prime ob-
jective is to make 
sure the election is 
conducted in a fair 
and unbiased fashion,” Schiffner said, 
“Just like the federal and provincial 
elections, it’s important.”
Schiffner also said those elected de-
termine what benefits the students re-
ceive and voter turn out was disap-
pointing, but not entirely unexpected.
 Devinder Singh, a computer science 
student at Langara had cast his ballot 
for the second year in a row. 
“Voting is a very important job for 
us because we are electing representa-
tives   who will help us,” Singh said. 
“We’re hoping for [better candidates] 
to hear us.”
  Each candidate was encouraged to 
provide an approved scrutineer to 
oversee the count.
Sixteen students ran for seven coun-
cil positions and two officer roles were 
filled by acclamation. 
A lack of interest for the four advisor 
positions leaves those roles unfilled 
until the spring election. 
Diksha Arora, a Langara biology 
student, was excited to be elected in 
council for her first term.
She said students from outside Can-
ada face a variety of challenges from 
registering courses to navigating tran-
sit and having a go-to person who re-
lates will be helpful. 
“The education system in India is 
very different than here. In India, it’s 
still books and pencils,” Arora said. 
“I’m going to focus on helping people 
cope with [Langara’s] online systems 
and registering courses.”
Students from abroad of-
ten find themselves work-
ing more hours for less, to 
make ends meet
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International 
students’
labour rights 
often abused
By STUART NEATBY
High tuition has driven some inter-national students at Langara Col-lege and elsewhere to illegally, for 
pay rates below minimum wage.
Shila Avissa, who helped coordinate 
an international student task force at 
Douglas College back in 2013, thinks 
high tuition rates drive students into 
these exploitative conditions. 
“The main thing that we were asking 
was to have some kind of oversight on 
this matter, some kind of regulation of 
international student fees,” Avissa 
said.
The B.C. government has set a target 
of 141,000 international students for the 
2016/17 school year.
Most pay double or triple the tuition 
rates of domestic students and their 
work visas per-
mits them to 
work only 20 
hours.
One Langara 
student wanted 
to remain anony-
mous out of fear 
of deportation.
She said that 
one of her first 
job experiences 
in Canada was at 
a small restaurant that offered to pay 
her in cash.
Her employer later refused to pay 
her after her first shift. 
She thinks this is common with em-
ployers who hire students under the 
table. 
“If you try to work under the table, 
they take advantage of you. For a week 
you have to work relentlessly, and then 
they just don’t pay you for that,” she 
said.
Some students are working for $4 
per hour, $6.45 less than B.C.’s mini-
mum wage.
A graduate of UBC, who is also a per-
manent resident, asked not to be identi-
fied to reduce the risk of being fired 
from his accounting firm. 
He works with several international 
students, most of whom hope to gain 
permanent residence status in Canada. 
They regularly work 11-hour days, 
including three hours unpaid.
“They need a reference letter to ap-
ply for [permament residence status] 
and, they can get a reference letter 
from [the] boss,” he said.
This letter may make the difference 
between a student leaving Canada or 
becoming a resident after graduation.
SHILA AVISSA
Created a student 
task force in 2013.
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Langara’s Safe Walk program is available but no one’s using it
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Students stupefied
Changes 
coming to 
LSU
Changes meant candidates 
could campaign online, 
have more time to lobby
“We’re hop-
ing for 
[better can-
didates] to 
hear us
DEVINDER SINGH
LANGARA 
STUDENT
Donald Trump’s shocking presidential election 
victory elicits whirlwind of emotions, questions
GAGE SKIDMORE Wikimedia photo
Donald Trump fires up his supporters at a Republican primary rally, leading up to the election.
VIEWS
What’s the 
best or worst-
case scenario 
with Trump 
as president? 
By CHAHIRA MERARSI and SEAN HITREC
L
angara students expressed anger 
and fear Wednesday at the news 
that Donald Trump was elected 
President of the United States.
Trump confounded polling experts 
by winning the presidency on Tuesday 
night. Hillary Clinton, his opponent, 
conceded defeat on Wednesday morn-
ing. 
First year general arts student Clar-
issa Rempel, was shocked that Ameri-
cans elected someone that campaigned 
on racism and bigotry. 
“He’s racist, homophobic, he’s every-
thing wrong with this world,” Rempel 
said. “People are aware of that yet 
they’re still choosing to elect [him]. It’s 
really sad for everyone who’s a minori-
ty watching it and being aware. I can’t 
even put it into words.”
Rempel believes that a Trump presi-
dency will validate the worst of human 
behaviour.
“…they were saying ‘now that Don-
ald Trump’s elected I can go out and 
grab girls by the p**** tomorrow’ and 
that is the thing that people are getting 
from this.”
Second year theatre arts student 
Caitlin Volkert is worried about what 
the future will look like under Trump.
“I’m a little bit terrified,” Volkert 
said. 
“It has never occurred to me that I 
might have to worry about war at home 
and now I’m legitimately terrified that 
a civil war could break out in a G8 
country.”
“With somebody so unable to take 
criticism, someone who reacts so 
quickly in charge of quote unquote one 
of the greatest armies in the world and 
with us so close to that border and with 
him being [so unpredictable] I don’t 
know how it’s going to affect us.”
Paul Prosperi, department chair of 
history, Latin and political science, said 
it’s too soon to know how the Trump 
presidency will affect Canadian stu-
dents.
“We won’t know until we know what 
his policies are going to be,” Prosperi 
said, adding that while Canada won’t 
be directly affected, it will be indirectly 
with respect to NAFTA and trade deals.
“Also, of course, international con-
cerns, the use of force, the military,” he 
said. “There are a whole range of is-
sues which could indirectly effect Ca-
nadians. But we’ll have to wait and 
see.”
Prosperi said the Trump presidency 
could have impacts on a more local 
level.
“I think British Columbians, myself 
included, have a right to be concerned 
about some of the things he mentioned 
in the campaign with respect to protec-
tionism,” Prosperi said.
“What we understand to be protec-
tionism, so the idea of having tariffs 
and renegotiating trade deals, so there 
is the potential that it can reshape Brit-
ish Columbia’s economy.”
He also said the Lower Mainland 
could be affected.
“In this province we are reliant on 
the wealth that is generated from re-
source extraction,” he said. “Although 
we might have issues with the nature 
of this resource extraction, the quality 
of life here is heavily dependant upon 
it, for good or for bad. 
“The Lower Mainland is no different 
from the rest of the province in that re-
spect.”
President-elect Trump will be inau-
gurated on Jan. 20 2017.
JUAN SOTO
Langara student
“At least [he’s] 
only [a] man, 
...he has limits, so 
maybe it will be 
ok. But the first 
impression is fear 
and [I’m] a little 
bit scared about 
the future.”
GAY LAI
3rd year health 
science
“Best case, he 
doesn’t do any-
thing to undo any 
of the good stuff 
that’s happened 
in the past eight 
years.”
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Café Grumpy in New York and St. Ali in Mel-
bourne have also made headlines in recent years 
because they serve coffees in the $20-plus-price 
range. 
Wong said he 
started the café 
in Richmond 
because the 
area “feels 
like home” 
and some lo-
cal residents, 
especially the 
city’s contingent 
of prosperous im-
migrants from 
Mainland China and 
Hong Kong, are will-
ing to pay the price. 
“Coffee is virtually 
worth nothing com-
pared to what they 
buy,” said Wong. “I’ve 
had people say that 
my prices are too low 
for me to make money.”
He offers a unique service 
to his customers by asking them what type of cof-
fee they would like to drink based on their prefer-
ences and letting them pay after they drink it. 
Customers don’t have to pay for their coffee if 
they don’t like it, because, he says, it means that 
he was unable to interpret and define what they 
want to drink.
“If you asked for something sour and sweet, 
and I made something dark and bitter, you 
didn't ask for that, why should 
I charge you for it?” Wong 
said. 
Wong sells cups of cof-
fee that range from $12 
to $25 because he brews 
foreign coffee beans, 
such as Jamaican Blue 
Mountain, Hawaiian Kona, 
and even the Kopi Luwak, an In-
donesian-based coffee bean that is 
acquired from the feces of the Asian 
palm civet that are native to the tropi-
cal forests of Indonesia. 
Vincent Tang, a second-year science and 
forestry student at UBC, is a friend of 
Wong’s and comes into the café once a 
week to chat with him. 
He said that, compared to the coffee that 
he gets from Starbucks, Faebrew’s coffee has 
more natural flavours.
“For this type of coffee, I'd say that the higher 
the value of coffee is, you shouldn't add anything 
to it, and you should drink it as it is,” said Tang. 
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Children gathered  in front of the South Vancouver Neighbourhood House for an event in the late 1970s. 
SVNH nears 40 years of service 
By LAUREN BOOTHBY
T
he South Vancouver Neighbour-
hood House is thriving after al-
most 40 years. 
SVNH was founded in 1977 
with the goal of bringing together peo-
ple of “different cultures, economic, 
religious and social backgrounds,” ac-
cording to their website. 
Originally focused on seniors groups 
and after-school programs for children, 
SVNH expanded to over 112 programs 
in 12 languages for diverse groups of 
people, with 638 volunteers. 
Koyali Burman, a community con-
nections settlement worker, said the 
house welcomes people from all back-
grounds and is “like a second home for 
many people.”
Burman said the team continues to 
create new programs to reflect the 
changing needs of residents.
Their latest focus has been on creat-
ing programs that help Syrian refu-
gees.
“We are addressing the needs of the 
[Arab] community,” Burman said, and 
explained that the influx of Syrian peo-
ple means more programs are needed 
for them.
When it was formed, the South Van-
couver neighbourhood largely consist-
ed of German, Italian and also Menno-
nite families. 
An increase in South Asian and Viet-
namese residents in the 1970s meant 
programs needed to expand to reflect 
the makeup of the community. 
Office manager Roberta Kihn, first 
started as a volunteer at SVNH when 
her daughter went to preschool there 
in 1989. 
Kihn said the most important part of 
the organization is being able to listen 
to the needs of the community.
“We change with the neighbourhood 
changes,” she said. “It’s just all with 
what the neighbourhood needs.”
Michelle Lui, the community youth 
literacy programmer, is excited about 
SVNH’s upcoming 40th anniversary. 
I’m really proud,” Lui said. “It’s defi-
nitely something worth celebrating.”
Communities continue to be brought together by SVNH
High-end coffee brews for wealthy Richmond residents 
Coffee connoisseurs can a 
get coffee for prices rang-
ing from $12 to $25 at the 
Faebrew café
By NICO HERNANDEZ 
Richmond has joined a select club of cities around the world with a café that sells coffee for as much as $25 
a cup.
Owner Vincent Wong, insists that 
his customers sit down and drink their 
brew at his Faebrew café on No. 3 Road 
from special ceramic cups that he has 
custom-made with fairy designs. There 
are no to-go cups.
“The way coffee is right now is just 
like, you grab a cup, and most of the 
time you leave,” said Wong. “I wanted 
to focus more on a sit-down service, 
where I can teach or educate and guide 
people through the process of how I 
make the coffee.”
His special approach is rare for the 
Vancouver region. Bean Brothers Cafe 
Bistro, in Kerrisdale used to serve $30 
cups of coffee, but it doesn’t anymore.  
NICO HERNANDEZ photo
Faebrew café owner Vincent Wong is 
brewing a cup of Yirgacheffe coffee.
St. Mary's Kerrisdale
church offers support for 
relatives of addicts 
By CHERYL WHITING
Parents of loved ones with addiction problems need to reach out for support.
Frances Kenny, founder of Parents 
Forever, a support group for family 
members of loved ones dealing with 
substance abuse issues, wonders 
whether the stigma of addiction stops 
parents from coming sooner.
The group meets at St. Mary’s Ker-
risdale church every second Friday 
evening.
“[Maybe] they don't want to be con-
sidered a family that had these issues,” 
Kenny said.
“Many parents come in and they 
have been dealing with it for six years 
and haven't told anybody.”
Kenny started the group back in 
2000, when one of her children was fac-
ing these issues and the previous group 
she attended, Parents Together, only 
focused on teenagers.
Samantha, who did not provide her 
surname, said 
she did not want 
to have her 
25-year-old son 
identified. 
She joined the 
support group to 
help cope with 
her son going 
through an ad-
diction to Oxy-
Contin.  
“We tried ev-
erything and 
then someone told us about this group,” 
she said,  “Being here with other par-
ents, you feel stronger. It's not so pain-
ful and you learn how to make better 
decisions, make better boundaries.”
Mary Anne Crabtree is a family 
counsellor who offers professional sup-
port to the group.
Crabtree said that commonly par-
ents want to try to control their kid's 
behavior and discover they can't.  
 “A big piece we talk about is making 
the relationship better, so working on 
communication,” she said. 
“We recognize that maybe we can't 
control it [the behavior] but if we have 
a better relationship we might have an 
influence.” 
Kenny stressed it is important for 
the family to get help immediately.
MARY ANNE CRAB-
TREE
Family counsel-
lor
“...like a 
second 
home for 
many 
people
Koyali Burman
SVNH Community 
Connections Set-
tlement Worker
Healing for rela-
tives of addicts
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By MICHELE PAULSE
Langara students feel that even though they think about the dangers of sugar consumption, they are glad 
the college does not have a policy on 
sugary foods.
The daily consumption of sugar has 
long term health consequences and the 
federal government is considering 
whether a warning about sweeteners 
should be added to the Canada Food 
Guide that is currently being revised. 
Langara College currently does not 
have a policy on what foods are sold on 
campus.
Monica Molag, an instructor in the 
nutrition and food service management 
program, said although students should 
have the right to decide what they want 
to eat as school, they should be aware of 
the dangers of sugar. “If you’re eating 
too much sugar then your body changes 
it into fat because it’s a much more effi-
cient storage unit,” Molag said.
Leonard Abiabio, a general studies 
student, sometimes relies on a sugary 
snack when he’s on campus all day. “If I 
get hungry I can have [a snack] quick-
ly,” he said. He thinks Langara does not 
need a food policy because the campus 
has options that are better if you do 
want to eat healthier.
Molag said stu-
dents will probably 
always have sugar 
in their diets but 
they should have 
healthy alterna-
tives. “Look for 
things that are 
more the whole 
foods [and] not the 
processed foods,” 
she said. Langara 
has healthier op-
tions such as fresh 
sandwiches, steamed vegetables, soup 
and a salad bar.
Maria Souza, a business administra-
tion student usually eats a healthy 
lunch but enjoys having a sweet treat 
afterwards. “I need some sugar, it 
makes me happy,” Souza said, who 
thinks Langara should not have a food 
policy on sugar.
Eating sugar daily can lead to nega-
tive side effects in the future such as 
obesity and high blood pressure and 
Molag said because students are young 
they think it won’t happen to them. 
“Habits are built up and if they’re built 
around sugar that can be a problem.” 
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Gender-neutral bathrooms a far jaunt
Students still have to go out of their way in order to have access to the facilities they need
By EMELIE PEACOCK
D
espite six new gender-neutral 
bathrooms installed on campus, 
queer activist Aiden Hebert says 
options for transgender students 
are still lacking.
Langara has installed gender-neutral 
signage on six single-stall bathrooms in 
the Science & Technology Building. 
There is one gender-neutral bathroom 
in the LSU. This leaves the library, 
Building A, Building B and Building C 
without gender-neutral bathrooms, 
making it difficult for transgender stu-
dents to have proper access to the facili-
ties they need.
Hebert said the lack of facilities forc-
es transgender students to choose a 
bathroom that they don’t feel comfort-
able using.
“It’s uncomfortable to go to public 
washrooms like that, and it’s worse 
when you’re in school,” they said. “Be-
cause when we’re at school we’re there 
for most of the day.
“It’s hard to navigate because even 
the looks [...] they can cut just as badly.”
Hebert said the bathrooms are diffi-
cult to locate and far away from where 
many students take classes.  
“If I want to go to a gender-neutral 
bathroom during class it’s going to take 
me 10 minutes to get to it and 10 min-
utes to go back, which loses me out on 
20 minutes of my class time,” Hebert 
said.
Patricia Baker, 
associate director, 
facilities, said in an 
email that the de-
partment will be 
designating ap-
proximately 15 ad-
ditional single stall 
bathrooms as gen-
der-neutral in the 
next three months, 
yet did not specify 
which buildings 
these bathrooms 
would be in.
For Hebert, the 
solution is to make 
all bathrooms on 
campus accessible 
for people of all 
genders and needs.
“What they 
should be is an all-use bathroom,” He-
bert said. “Another part of the gender-
neutral bathroom movement which I 
like is that they’re not just appealing to 
us queer folks that don’t fit into the gen-
der binary, but they’re also appealing to 
say, single fathers who have daughters.”
Transgender Awareness Week is 
Nov. 14 to 20. The Langara Pride Club 
will have a booth outside of the book-
store for students who want to drop by. 
“It’s uncom-
fortable 
to go to 
to public 
wash-
rooms like 
that, and 
it’s worse 
when 
you’re in 
school
AIDEN HEBERT
QUEER ACTIVIST
Holocaust memories shared
Despite potential changes 
to the Canada Food Guide, 
students enjoy being able 
to eat what they want
EMELIE PEACOCK photo
Aiden Hebert in front of one of the gender-neutral bathrooms located on Langara’s campus.
English students at Langara have the opportunity to write memoirs for 
what their teacher says will be the last generation of Holocaust survivors 
BALA YOGESH photo
English professor Rachel Mines teaching her students about the Holocaust during a class.
By BALA YOGESH
A new course at Langara College is teaching students about the Holo-caust and the lives and trauma of 
survivors.
Langara College, in partnership with 
the Vancouver Holocaust Education 
Centre and the Azrieli Foundation, are 
conducting the Writing Lives: The Holo-
caust Survivor Memoir Project class as 
a two semester course. The first semes-
ter of the Writing Lives class has the 
students learning about the history of 
the Holocaust while students in the sec-
ond semester interview a Holocaust 
survivor and write a memoir.
Robin Macqueen, division chair, 
health sciences at Langara who became 
a student for this class, said this is a spe-
cial course.
“We already had one Holocaust survi-
vor [as a speaker],” said Macqueen. “He 
was born in 1939. He was hidden as a 
child, so that he would not be captured 
by the Nazis. The experience of hearing 
a Holocaust survivor talk about what 
that was like, is very moving,” he said. 
“It’s not an experience you would get 
from a book.” 
Rachel Mines, an English professor 
at Langara who teaches the Writing 
Lives class said the students under-
stand that this is the last generation of 
Holocaust survivors to be alive.
“These survivors are in their 70s and 
80s, and they were children during the 
Holocaust. [...] In 20-25 years, there will 
no longer be a generation that has expe-
rienced  [The] Holocaust first hand,” 
Mines said.
Mines was contacted by Adara Gold-
berg of Vancouver Holocaust Education 
Centre to see if a course could be setup 
at Langara College. After contacting the 
department chair, the division chair and 
a number of people at Langara College, 
it was decided that the program would 
be a great experience for students.
Lucille Welburn, a student in the 
course, says that 
the memoirs are 
important for the 
survivors and 
their families. 
“Many of them 
didn’t tell their 
families about 
their past. It’s 
something they 
keep locked up in-
side,” she said.
“For all the 
things that they 
lost, maybe they 
can gain some-
thing back, maybe 
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Students at Tim Hortons on campus look at the sugary pastries for sale.
Students glad college lacks   
policy on sugary snacks
“It’s not an 
experience 
you would 
get from a 
book
ROBIN MACQUEEN
WRITING LIVES 
STUDENT
MARIA SOUZA
Business admin-
istration student
BALA YOGESH photo
Students of the Writing Lives class.
By TANNER BOKOR
For the Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir, singing is a way to keep its cultural identity alive.
The choir, which rehearses and per-
forms a mix of Jewish music from Ash-
kenazic, Sephardic, and Ladino descent 
in various spoken languages from 
around the world, has been gathering 
together since 1979 to help preserve 
Yiddish culture in Vancouver.
“There’s always pressures to lose 
your identity in the soup of amalgama-
tion that is a nation, where everyone 
comes together and then get this ho-
mogenous identity where they all 
speak the same languages and think 
the same ways,” said choir member-
Victor Neuman. 
“You want to retain your unique-
ness, and that comes through the lan-
guage, and the music.”  
The choir of 16 takes the music it re-
hearses, including a Yiddish adapta-
tion of Lewis Carroll’s Jabberwocky, 
and performs it in regular concerts, in-
cluding an upcoming Chanukah perfor-
mance this December.
Donna Becker, one of the organizers 
of the choir, says that keeping Yiddish 
– a language mixed from Hebrew and 
German – as an actively spoken lan-
guage is one reason why the choir ex-
ists.
“The mandate of this organization is 
to preserve Yiddish language and Yid-
dish culture for as long as possible, 
while there are still native speakers 
left,” said Becker.
David Millard, the conductor and ar-
ranger of the choir, says that it can be 
challenging to balance musicians with 
varying choral experience.
“There’s a variety of levels of musi-
cianship, so trying to keep it interest-
ing for those who are more ad-
vanced while not leaving the 
people that are less advanced be-
hind, that’s probably the diciest 
juggling act,” said 
Millard. 
But Millard says 
that the most rewarding 
part of being a member 
of the choir is exploring 
Jewish culture and other, 
unique languages.
“If you love to sing, if you 
love to explore languages that 
you’ve never encountered in 
your day to day to life, or if 
you of Jewish heritage and 
you love Yiddish and Hebrew, 
then welcome,” said Millard. 
By MELANIE GREEN
Hollywood North has been shining the spotlight on South Vancouver.A number of heritage homes 
with sprawling estates, have been fea-
tured in popular series and movies.
Both the Fifty Shades of Grey fran-
chise and DC’s Legends of Tomorrow 
filmed at South Vancouver’s 1930s Rio 
Vista estate, the latter using it as the 
estate of King Louis in 1637 for the re-
cent season premiere. Luxurious man-
sions are commonly used to depict dif-
ferent eras. The 1925 WilMar Estate 
was the location of The Magicians and 
Lucifer series. 
Kathryn Morrow, a spokesperson for 
the Vancouver Heritage Foundation, 
said distinguishing characteristics 
vary from house to house. 
“They are a remarkable treat to 
serve as backdrops in film as their 
quality of architecture, craft and mate-
rials are rarely seen in today’s con-
struction,” she said.
The X-Files filmed at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital Langara and The Twilight 
Saga: Eclipse at David Thompson Sec-
ondary School, showcasing other South 
Vancouver locations.
Garwin Sanford, a Langara College 
film instructor, said that since the 1980s 
American companies have been shoot-
ing in Vancouver, but after 9/11, the in-
dustry experienced a lull. It has been 
building back, especially since the Ca-
nadian dollar 
dropped.
“They rediscov-
ered us and it’s 
gone crazy, we are 
busier than we’ve 
ever been,” said 
Sanford, who add-
ed it’s also because 
the landscape of-
fers everything, 
from mountains to 
the ocean.
South Vancou-
ver has estates with surrounding land, 
meaning a film crew can shoot multiple 
scenes without having to move loca-
tions.
Michael Khazen, owner of High Deaf 
Productions, said the residential South 
Vancouver neighbourhood has strin-
gent city permit regulations but the 
aesthetic provides storytelling scenes, 
making movies shine.
Some residents are relieved when 
the commotion of the film crew is over, 
said Khazen.
“The public, for the first little while, 
is very curious and thinks it’s cool but 
the novelty always wears off.”
37-year-old choir strives 
to preserve and share its 
diverse backgrounds, all 
in the form of choral music
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF KASANDRA “LA CHINA” LEA
Kasandra “La China” Lea performing cuadro flamenco. Singers and musicians are key parts of the art form, performing alongside and communicating with the dancer.
By SEAN HITREC
B
orn in the caravans of Romani 
camps in southern Spain, the ex-
pressive and communicative 
cuadro flamenco dance will be 
showcased at the Norman Rothstein 
Theatre on Nov. 18. 
Kasandra “La China” Lea, along 
with 12 other dancers, will perform so-
los alongside well-known guitarists, 
singers and percussionists in a perfor-
mance titled, Cuadro. Special guest 
singer Vicente Griego will be travelling 
from New Mexico to perform.
Cuadro flamenco is unique because 
it consists of one dancer, singer, guitar-
ist and percussionist (often doing pal-
mas, or hand clapping). The four per-
formers are in constant communication 
throughout the dance.
“It becomes more of a jazz improvi-
sational group as opposed to ballet 
class where you have 10 girls on stage 
going at the same time.” Lea said. “You 
[as the dancer] become a musician. 
When you are dancing you function 
like a fourth person in a jazz band.”
Amber Kingsley, a forensics anthro-
pology student at SFU, who will be per-
forming in the show, moved to flamen-
co after 20 years in ballet. This will be 
her first solo since ballet. Kingsley said 
flamenco has more passion than ballet.
“There’s more room for expression 
and more room for fiery passion that 
you see out there on the stage with 
some of these girls,” Kingsley said. “It’s 
like you just get up and it comes from 
some place inside, that you just grab 
deep down and pull out some sort of 
emotion that you didn’t know you had.”
Cynthia Shippam has been dancing 
flamenco for over 10 years and is also 
performing on Nov. 18. Some of Ship-
pam’s passion for the dance has to do 
with the role of the female.
“Women are not victims in flamenco 
as a general rule... generally they are 
very powerful.” Shippam said. “My 
particular piece is actually for my 
mom.”
Lea said the Nov. 18 event is also a 
teaser for flamenco events happening 
in the spring of 2017 at the Norman 
Rothstein Theatre.
Cuadro flamenco: a dance of passion
A performance packed with emotion and expression to showcase at South Van theatre 
Hollywood South Van
The glamorous and glitzy 
film world frequently sets 
its sights on neighbour-
hood heritage mansions
“There’s 
more room 
for expres-
sion...fiery 
passion
AMBER KINGSLEY
FLAMENCO 
PERFORMER
The Yiddish 
culture kept 
alive in song
“You want 
to retain 
your 
unique-
ness, and 
that comes 
through 
the lan-
guage
VICTOR NEUMAN
CHOIR MEMBER
SUBMITTED photo
GARWIN SANFORD
Langara College 
film instructor
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Clockwise from top left: Main Street café, 49th Parallel, known for its minimalistic menu. Inspiration Furniture focuses on contempo-
rary, neutral furniture. Distrikt Movement, a yoga and fitness studio in North Vancouver, styled with antique decor and solid tones.
Making simplicity look good
Aesthetic minimalism is the new wave of Vancouver branding
By CLARE HENNIG
M
inimalism, popular as a life-
style choice in Vancouver for 
many years, has exploded 
across social media and 
made its way into the branding of busi-
nesses across the city. 
The simple, essentials-only lifestyle 
is more photogenic and aesthetically-
pleasing than ever.  Steen Skaaning, 
president of Inspiration Furniture, said 
the trend of prioritising quality over 
quantity makes sense in a city like 
Vancouver.  
“It’s very popular in big cities,” said 
Skaaning. “[It] accommodates the tight 
condo living that we have here.”
Skaaning said minimalism is not the 
same as small and it’s not just scaling 
down a product, but also improving the 
quality.
“Minimalism is a way to using a re-
source,” he said. “It’s making a shelf 
stronger so it can be smaller.”
He chooses furniture with clean 
lines that use materials like wool and 
oak, a softer version of the contempo-
rary look. The same trends Skaaning 
described in couches and curtains 
cross over into fashion too. 
“Everyone wants to do basic right 
now,” said Bayleigh Patron, the assis-
tant manager of Aunt Leah’s Urban 
Thrift. 
She said the clothing shop is unique 
in that it combines up-cycling clothes 
for charity with following the latest 
trends. For now, that means minimalist 
pieces — simple cuts and neutral co-
lours.
“We’re really picky, we choose the 
best quality,” Patron said. “We’re more 
of a trendy thrift store.” 
Fewer choices but more quality is 
the backbone of 49th Parallel. The sim-
ply decorated café is always packed 
and known for two things — coffee and 
donuts. 
“It’s a very simple menu,” said Sofia 
Busse, the manager of 49th Parallel. 
“We’re so busy that if we had a big 
menu, it would be hard.”
Minimalism, Skaaning said, is a form 
of rebellion against the establishment 
and a removal of all the unnecessary 
excess.
Managers 
take a slice
Tips become an incentive 
to encourage service staff 
to strive for promotions
By ALYSE KOTYK
Students new to working in the res-taurant industry might be sur-prised to discover that a portion of 
the tips end up in their manager’s pock-
et.
“Tipping out” is a common practice 
in restaurants where a portion of a 
server’s tips is distributed amongst 
front and back house staff. 
Steve Stafford, hospitality manage-
ment instructor at Vancouver Commu-
nity College, said it emerged to encour-
age teamwork.
“The tip pool, basically, was to ac-
knowledge that there’s [a] team in-
volved and you’re trying to get every-
body to be on the same page,” he said. 
“Somehow, somewhere, management 
has gotten involved in some cases.”
Stafford said that while servers 
might be frustrated by this policy, it’s 
an incentive to move into management 
positions. 
“When I was working on the floor as 
a server and a bartender, I always made 
a lot more money than I did when I 
went into management,” he said. “Why 
don’t we all want to stay as bartenders 
and servers where you’re making the 
tips?”
Stafford said by email that some 
managers aren’t paid at a significantly 
higher rate than other staff because 
they’re “entry level” management, but 
will be better compensated the longer 
they are in the position.
Simonne Kraigher, a cocktail wait-
ress at The Keg on Scott Road in Sur-
rey, said a percentage of her tips don’t 
go to her manager, but she has worked 
in jobs where they did. 
“I absolutely think that’s garbage. 
The servers are working for their tips 
— that’s essentially why you have a 
server job,” she said. “The restaurant 
should have enough money to pay their 
managers more.” 
Stafford said that a manager’s por-
tion of the tips shouldn’t be a large 
amount. If the restaurant does tip out 
to managers, it should be limited to en-
sure qualified people get into manage-
ment. 
JESSICA PURVER photo
Vancouver-based model, Destiny 
Millns, wears her own affordable 
version of ‘homeless chic,’ highlight-
ed with distressed overalls.
Controversial trend hits Vancouver
By JESSICA PURVER
‘Homeless chic’ is the term for the latest controversial fashion trend to reach the streets of 
Vancouver.
Kanye West’s fashion line YEEZY 
Season 3 resulted in a prominence of 
long sweaters, distressed jeans and 
shirts riddled with holes. 
While some consumers have em-
braced this new fashion trend, others 
see it as a mockery of an epidemic that 
is widespread throughout Vancouver. 
Jennie Orton, communications and 
public relations officer of First United 
Church on East Hastings Street, said 
she believes the trend is in bad taste.
“I felt that back in the 90s when her-
oin chic was a thing,” said Orton. “Any-
thing trying to make another person’s 
very legitimate suffering chic and fash-
ionable in any way is distasteful and 
insensitive.” 
Orton, who works on the Downtown 
Eastside, sees first-hand the daily 
struggles of Vancouver’s growing 
homeless population. 
According to the Vancouver Home-
less Count 2016 report, the number of 
homeless persons counted was 1,847, 
higher than any previously recorded 
year. 
“ I f 
p e o p l e 
are go-
ing to 
emulate 
it, they 
s h o u l d 
at least 
h a v e 
s o m e 
o p p o r -
tunity to 
u n d e r -
stand it 
and em-
p a -
t h i z e , ” 
s h e 
said. “I would hope that there would be 
some sense of education on the other 
end of it because this isn’t a lifestyle, 
this is a significant societal problem.” 
Eric Li, assistant professor of mar-
keting at UBCO, said that it may repre-
sent the dark side of consumerism, but 
controversy is a marketing tactic in the 
fashion world and consumer culture. 
He said that homeless style has two 
sides to it. “One is 
more cynical, play-
ing with the de-
signer’s power,” he 
said. “They’re tak-
ing advantage of 
the poor, so there’s 
negative criticism. 
I also think that 
maybe the design-
ers want to send 
out a message.”
“High fashion 
designers are tak-
ing their time to show off these vulner-
able populations,” he said. “Maybe we 
need an open dialogue to talk further 
about this term.”
Vancouver-based model and actress 
Destiny Millns said the trend allows 
her to keep her faded, ripped clothes 
instead of throwing them out.
“The fact that it is so expensive here, 
it kind of gives you a little bit of an 
out,” she said. “So, you’re either pok-
ing fun and offending people, or you’re 
making them feel more a part of soci-
ety.”
Kanye West made “home-
less fashion” famous; some 
say it’s a mockery of one 
of the city’s biggest issues
“Anything 
trying 
to make 
another 
person’s 
very legiti-
mate suf-
fering chic 
and fash-
ionable in 
any way is 
distasteful 
and insen-
sitive 
JENNIE ORTON
COMMUNICA-
TIONS AND 
PUBLIC RELA-
TIONS OFFICER
FIRST UNITED 
CHURCH
“Minimal-
ism is a 
way to 
using a 
resource 
STEEN SKAANING
PRESIDENT OF 
INSPIRATION
FURNITURE
ERIC LI
Assistant profes-
sor of marketing 
at UBCO
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Advertise 
our shoot-
ing policy
I
t used to be 
trendy to just 
have rips in 
your jeans, but 
a new trend 
known as “home-
less fashion” has 
quickly changed 
that. Now, it is 
fashionable to 
have rips just 
about anywhere in 
your clothes, and 
you can thank 
Kanye West for that.  His new YEEZY 
Season 3 line has homeless inspired 
fashion, which includes sweaters tat-
tered with holes, that look like they 
could fall apart at any minute.
While I love a good pair of ripped 
jeans, I can’t say this is a trend I would 
be eager to explore. This grunge-in-
spired look means having holes all over 
your clothes and my first concern is, 
how do the clothes even last? 
Being on a limited budget as a stu-
dent, I want the clothes I buy to not just 
fall apart in a few weeks. When I go 
shopping, I usually look for fabric qual-
ity that can endure my busy lifestyle. 
Buying items that are already shred-
ded and covered in holes seems like a 
complete waste to me.
Homelessness is a major issue in 
Vancouver and some believe this trend 
is somewhat poking fun at a vulnerable 
population. The title of “homeless fash-
ion” makes me question the sensitivity 
towards these individuals. Some peo-
ple, homeless or not, have no other 
choice but to wear clothing with holes, 
and these holes may have nothing to do 
with what is trendy. 
I would hate to wear any piece of 
clothing that appears to be mocking 
someone else, especially someone who 
is suffering. 
Everyone has the freedom to wear 
whatever they want and express them-
selves through their clothing, but this 
is a trend I will definitely be passing on. 
OPINION
ALISON PUDSEY
Perched above a country with arguably the strongest gun culture on the planet and a rate 
of school shootings that shocks the 
imagination, it can be easy for 
Canadians to look to our neighbours 
to the south, shrug our shoulders 
and claim we are doing pretty well 
in comparison. 
But comparisons are worth little 
when a random act of violence claims 
the lives of people 
we have spoken to, 
shared a laugh 
with and studied 
beside. These are 
real people, not 
statistics. 
The fatal stab-
bing at Abbotsford 
Senior Secondary 
on Nov. 1 is a raw 
and emotional re-
minder that these 
acts can and do 
happen in our communities and 
schools. 
School shootings are extremely 
rare. Only 34 shooting deaths have oc-
curred at schools across Canada in the 
past 41 years, with  just four shootings 
at post-secondary institutions, accord-
ing to a recent CBC article. These 
events are rare, but not non-existent. 
This week, The Voice reports that 
Langara does not adequately inform 
students of its policy on how to respond 
to a potential shooter on campus. Is 
this a negligent act on the part of Lan-
gara? 
Most likely it’s because this has not 
yet been an issue at the college. While 
students shouldn’t panic as the likeli-
hood of an attack 
is very low, Lan-
gara is still the 
most accessible 
campus in Van-
couver, both by 
location and by 
campus design. 
Members of the 
public can easily 
get to the cam-
pus by public 
transit and enter 
any building on 
campus, unfet-
tered.  
Keeping students safe is the primary 
goal of a place of learning. This in-
cludes safety from all forms of vio-
lence, however random and being in-
formed of the measures to take in the 
case of such an eventuality. 
OPINION
EMELIE PEACOCK
“Keeping 
students 
safe is the 
primary 
goal of a 
place of 
learning 
I
n the dark hours following Donald 
Trump’s unfathomable victory 
Tuesday night, I heard a dangerous 
sentiment repeated by many of my 
fellow progressive Canadians: “At least 
we don’t live in the States.”
I generally respect optimistic reac-
tions to bad news, but the circumstanc-
es surrounding 
this disaster in 
America are so 
dire that it’s time 
for us to be unre-
servedly upset. 
Optimism might 
serve to calm us – 
this is not the time 
to relax.
On Wednesday 
morning, The 
Globe and Mail re-
ported that Kellie 
Leitch, the Conservative leadership 
candidate pushing for codification and 
enforcement of “Canadian values,” 
sent an email earlier in the day to her 
supporters in which she praised 
Trump’s ideologies.
“It’s an exciting message and one 
that we need delivered in Canada as 
well,” she wrote.
Leitch is one of 14 candidates en-
gaged in the Conservative Party of 
Canada’s leadership race. 
Remember when Trump was one of 
17 candidates in the Republican pri-
mary back in March? 
He was a joke, an afterthought – not 
a serious contender. Look at how 
quickly that fell apart.
If Canadians take only one lesson 
away from Trump’s unpredictable as-
cent to power, it’s that we need to pay a 
little more attention to right wing 
fringe politicians and their raucous fol-
lowers.
Trump’s win is only the latest exam-
ple of a disturbing global trend toward 
dangerous right wing politics. 
The violent reign of Filipino presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte, the economical-
ly reckless Brexit vote and the forceful 
impeachment of Brazilian president 
Dilma Rousseff are all examples of 
damage wreaked by the extreme right.
We cannot afford to underestimate 
Trump’s victory or the rumblings of 
fringe conservatives in Canada. That 
doesn’t mean we should demonize 
Trump’s support-
ers or their Cana-
dian counterparts, 
either. 
Forty seven per 
cent of the popular 
vote went to Trump 
on Tuesday. That’s 
not a small group 
of outliers whose 
concerns, no mat-
ter how vitriolic or 
offensive, can be 
written off.
Progressive Ca-
nadians need to 
study those con-
cerns, so we can 
anticipate the 
course of our next 
federal election. 
Perhaps, by breaking bread with Cana-
dians on the far right, we can steer our 
country away from a catastrophic fed-
eral election in 2019.
OPINION
JAKE WRAY
“It’s time 
for us to be 
unreserv-
edly upset. 
Optimism 
might 
serve to 
calm us -- 
this is not 
the time to 
relax
Take Trump seriously
Kanye tears into fashion
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By CHELSEA POWRIE
Langara College has emergency pro-cedures ready in case the campus is ever threatened by a violent assault 
on campus, such as the stabbing at Ab-
botsford Senior Secondary earlier this 
month.
In recent years, several campuses in 
North America – from elementary 
schools to colleges – have been targeted 
by assailants with firearms and other 
weapons. 
In the event of an active shooter, the 
blue emergency assistance towers lo-
cated throughout the campus grounds 
will broadcast information and instruc-
tions, as will interior ceiling speakers 
in classrooms and buildings, according 
to the college’s website. The head of se-
curity at Langara, David Aucoin, did 
not respond to a late request by The 
Voice by press time.  
Though she had never considered 
this before, Rachel Empson, a Langara 
student, said she thinks the college 
should better explain what to do in case 
of a violent act on campus. According to 
her, Langara could put some posters up 
– just like they are doing with the new 
sexual harassment policy – to raise 
awareness among students.    
“I wouldn’t want to see an increase in 
security just for show. Langara, I guess, 
could maybe advertise that they have a 
policy, because I didn’t know,” said 
Empson.
Glen Magel, director of safety and se-
curity at BCIT, said that the problem of 
dealing with violent incidents is that 
they are over in seconds, but the conse-
quences are lasting.
“The very difficult part is how do you 
take your community back after you’ve 
been exposed to a horrific event,” Ma-
gel said. “What’s really important with 
[preventing] active threats is the train-
ing, the education and how you exercise 
that in an emergency operation cen-
tre.”
Erin Aberle-Palm, a second-year Stu-
dio 58 student at Langara, said that 
(they) feel safe at school.
“What happened [in Abbotsford] is 
awful, but I didn’t hear that and think it 
would happen here,” Aberle-Palm said.
THE VOICE, THURSDAY, NOV. 10, 2016EDITOR ROBERTO TEIXEIRA
Campus safety awareness needed
Despite feeling safe at college, students want more information about school policies
By MELANIE GREEN
D
aylight savings are over, nights 
are coming sooner and student 
safety becomes a greater con-
cern at Langara College. 
The security department on cam-
pus has a service called Safe Walk, 
which allows students to have a secu-
rity guard accompany them to a bus 
stop, SkyTrain station, or vehicle near 
Langara. 
Speaking through the manager of 
communications and marketing Mark 
Dawson, the head of security at Lang-
ara, David Aucoin, stated via email 
that “Safe Walk is used approximately 
20 times a year.” There were no offi-
cial statistics available, however.
The program “is a huge benefit if 
people want to use it,” said Aucoin, 
manager of safety, security & emer-
gency management at Langara. How-
ever, out of 20 students asked, one 
knew it existed, even though signs are 
posted throughout the campus hall-
ways.
Langara continuing studies student, 
Jodi Ponto, stays late on campus but 
has not felt unsafe. “Last term, some 
of our instructors told us about it [Safe 
Walk] because I think a woman had 
been attacked near the SkyTrain sta-
tion,” she said. According to a VPD 
report, two attacks happened last 
year, one near West 48th Avenue and 
Manitoba Street on Jan. 23, and an-
other near Columbia Park at West 
42nd Avenue between Alberta and Co-
lumbia Street on Feb. 4.
The posters state that Safe Walk op-
erates every half an hour from 6:30 
p.m. to 11:30 p.m. However, security 
staff says that a call is needed to book 
a Safe Walk appointment. 
“If a call goes unanswered, the indi-
vidual should go directly to the secu-
rity office,” said Aucoin via email. 
This presents a problem for stu-
dents, especially if their class is on the 
other side of campus late at night.
Maria Petrova, a continuing studies 
language student at Langara, was not 
aware of the service. “I was a little 
scared walking to my parking spot. So 
now I don’t park on Ontario [Street].”  
MELANIE GREEN photo ilustration
Walking alone at night can be scary for some students and they would benefit from the use of the service provided by security.
Safe Walk an underused service
Contradictory information 
confuses students about 
the service provided by 
security on campus
“I was a lit-
tle scared 
walking to 
my park-
ing spot. 
So now I 
don’t park 
on Ontario
MARIA PETROVA
CONTINUING 
STUDIES 
LANGUAGE 
STUDENT
Emergency plan ready, but few know of it
Langara has policies on its 
website, but students think 
the college should work to 
raise more awareness
Harassment 
reported on 
campus
With conversations around 
the subject, students now 
know how and where to 
report an assault
By CLARE HENNIG
The issue of sexual harassment has come to light again after the pho-tography department at Langara 
sent an email to students warning 
them about of a man hanging around 
the hallways and aggressively hitting 
on women. 
The report comes at a time when 
sexual assault is at the forefront of con-
versation at the college, as they final-
ize a draft of a new sexual misconduct 
policy. 
The photography department de-
clined to comment, although students 
confirmed the email. 
“I’m frustrated that it happened, 
that there was a guy leering and being 
pushy, overstepping the boundaries,” 
said Stephanie Hunter, a second year 
photography student. “It kind of caught 
me off-guard, this is a safe place for 
learning [and] it’s gross that someone 
would do that.”
Another sec-
ond-year photog-
raphy student, 
Jena Laroy, said 
she was pleased 
with how the pho-
tography depart-
ment dealt with 
the concern. “I 
liked that they 
sent out the email 
and told everyone 
what was going 
on,” she said.
Harassment is 
more common 
than assault but 
generally re-
ceives less atten-
tion.
“[Sexual ha-
rassment is] not 
reported as much 
as we’d like,” said 
Maggie Ross, 
manager of stu-
dent conduct and 
judicial affairs. 
“Now that we’ve 
started the conversation around cam-
pus, there are more students coming 
forward.”
Ross said the process for dealing 
with sexual harassment is the same as 
with other misconduct issues and is 
taken very seriously by the college. 
The penalties could go from a warning, 
to restrictions – only be allowed on 
campus during class time, for example 
– or suspension.  
She hopes discussions around the is-
sue will increase recognition that ha-
rassment is not okay and will encour-
age students to look out for each other.
“I would really like our students to 
feel confident enough and assertive 
enough to [be] able to say stop,” said 
Ross. “Even as bystanders, they can 
step in and change the environment.” 
Ross could not comment on any spe-
cific cases. The man accused of harass-
ing photography students has not been 
reported since the email was sent. 
“This is a 
safe place 
for learn-
ing [and] 
it’s gross 
that some-
one would 
do that
STEPHANIE HUNTER
Second year pho-
tography student
1	 Don’t hide in wash-
rooms , stay clear 
of hallways.
2	 If safe, try to exit the 
building.
3	 Go to a room and 
lock or barricade 
the door.
4	 Hide and stay silent.
5	 Stay calm.
Source: langara.ca
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to do in case
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Sports photographer wins big
Jeff Lucas wins the extreme sports category at international awards
“Langara Era”
begins for 
women’s team
Basketball players work-
ing hard to incorporate 
new players onto roster
Kinesiology: a career for athletes 
By CAITLIN O’FLANAGAN
A 
Langara continuing studies 
photography student is being 
rewarded for his photography 
skills on the international stage.
Jeff Lucas won first place in the ex-
treme sport category at the Interna-
tional Photography Awards in October. 
His winning photo, Female Speed, was 
taken with a Nikon D800 at the 2016 Bri-
tannia Classic Longboard Race Event 
that took place near Squamish in May 
2016. 
“It’s always gratifying to get recog-
nized within the awards community,” 
Lucas said.
Lucas’ main photography subjects 
are longboarders, but he also shoots 
fencing, polo and other extreme sports 
like surfing. 
Lucas’ interest in longboarding 
started because his sons compete and 
are passionate about the sport. After 
attending numerous events, he became 
interested in the extreme sport com-
munity and the people who participate 
in them. 
“On the extreme side you get more 
interesting individuals,” Lucas said. 
“The rationale as to 
why they got into 
those sports usual-
ly is some type of 
anti-establishment, 
so there’s more of 
an eclectic group 
that participates.”
Lucas works in 
advertising but for 
many years pho-
tography has been 
his creative outlet. 
He started digital 
photography in the 
early 2000s after his film camera was 
stolen. His first digital camera, a Nikon 
D90, was a big step up from film, so he 
decided to take some courses at Langa-
ra. 
 Sharon Tenenbaum, a photography 
instructor at Langara, has taught Lu-
cas twice over his five years at Langa-
ra. 
“He has an eye for what’s clean and 
what’s aesthetically nice… He just 
needed some tools to help him,” Tenen-
baum said. 
Lucas has been taking mostly night 
photography courses at Langara, and 
has one course left to complete his cer-
tificate.       
After he’s done school, Lucas plans 
to continue pursuing his passion for 
photography. 
“There’s a sense of excitement that 
comes from planning and capturing 
and being able to see that image—it’s a 
sense of accomplishment,” Lucas said.
CHECK OUT LANGARAVOICE.CA FOR A PHOTO GALLERY 
By BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE
Student interest in the kinesiology program at Langara is growing thanks to the expanding range of 
career paths available for athletes and 
sports lovers.
Kinesiology, or kin as students in the 
program call it, is the study of move-
ment. People working in the field use 
scientific and sociological insights to 
help others walk, run, play and work 
more efficiently, with fewer injuries. 
The program has seen modest enrol-
ment increases for the past three years, 
but Dana Maslovat, department chair 
of the kinesiology program, said that is 
not the number to look at.
“[Enrolment] is only increasing 
modestly because we are limited by 
how many seats we have. The number 
of applicants is increasing hugely,” he 
said. 
The department receives more than 
1,000 applications for about 250 class-
room seats available each term. 
“In the ideal world, people in our 
field would inform things like the 
coaches of the world, the athlete devel-
opment centres of the world and the 
health centres that are government 
regulated,” Maslovat said.
The field attracts athletes and fit-
ness buffs who, like Johnson Yu, a soc-
cer player at Langara, study kinesiolo-
gy to keep their connection to a sport 
they love.
Yu is in his second-year in kinesiolo-
gy, but he is an athlete first. He wanted 
to become a professional soccer player, 
and his choice of study lets him stay 
close to that dream.  
“A lot of the stuff we learn is kind of 
related to sport and exercise,” Yu said. 
“So most of the guys on the soccer 
team and basketball team, they’re all 
kin. It’s either kin or business.”
Langara Kinesiology instructor 
Ryan Cawsey said that students arrive 
with ideas of a possible future, but 
many find careers that don’t support 
professional sports, leading them to 
discover opportunities beyond what 
they initially imagined.
“There is a natural path of discovery 
in the program,” Cawsey said.
By CHELSEA POWRIE
With only two returning players on the roster, the rookie laden Langara Falcons Women’s bas-
ketball team is spending so much time 
together at the gym they have sleeping 
bags in their lockers.
On Nov. 5 the team beat Columbia 
Bible College on the road 68-53 and 
evened their record on the season at 
1-1. 
According to Haylee Robertson, a 
second year forward, the victory was 
great, but there is still work to be done.
“Although we won, it didn’t really 
feel like we did,” Robertson said. “It 
was a frustrating game and defensively 
we weren’t there as a team.” 
The team has only been playing to-
gether since the beginning of Septem-
ber, with a few scattered practices dur-
ing the summer. With the majority of 
the roster being new players, the learn-
ing curve has been steep.
“A lot of the other teams that we are 
playing against have a lot more experi-
ence than us. We are overall a super 
young team,” Robertson said.
First-year point guard Trisha Fran-
cia says the rest of the league knows 
the Falcons are an inexperienced 
squad.
“I’m excited and nervous. We are 
known as the rookie team. We look up 
to our two seniors,” Francia said. 
She and Robertson have become fast 
friends, along with the rest of the wom-
en. Their strength as a team partially 
comes from their sense of community, 
a feeling that is fostered by their team 
locker room. Francia and Robertson 
said they spend a lot of time there, and 
pulled out a sleeping bag from one of 
the lockers to prove it.
“This is the closest we’ve ever been 
as a team. I think everyone came to-
gether in a weird way, new teammates, 
and a new coach. It’s a new era,” Rob-
ertson said. “We call it the Langara 
Era.”
Moving forward from this weekend’s 
win, Robertson is already thinking 
about a playoff spot. 
“We still have a long way to go but 
yesterday was a baby step. We’ve got a 
lot to work on in practice this week.”
Falcons’ Tally
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
W-L 
1-1
Ranked: 4th
 
MEN’S BASKETBALL
W-L 
2-0
Ranked: 2nd 
The business of sports 
is booming, and player- 
health related jobs are on 
the rise as well
BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE photo
Kinesiology students Emily Minaker and Paige Rich-
ardson work on anatomy during an open lab session.
JEFF LUCAS submitted photo
A longboarder speeds down the course at last year’s edition of the Britannia Classic at Britannia Beach near Squamish on May 24, 2015.
“It’s always 
gratify-
ing to get 
recognized 
within the 
awards 
community
JEFF LUCAS
INTERNATIONAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
AWARD WINNER
JEFF LUCAS
Langara photog-
raphy student
